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SUNNY 
High: 42 
Low: 29 
0% chance 
of rain 
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Monday: Sunny, 51/37 
Tuesday: Sunny, 47/25 
Wednesday: Sunny, 42 /32 
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he best-paid 
college 
president of 
2014 walked 
the red carpet, ready for 
her close-up. 


The limelight is a familiar place 
for Paula Wallace, president of the 
Savannah College of Art and Design. 
= On this evening last year, she posed for 
photographers with her husband at the 
school’s annual film festival. Often, 
she appears beside a celebrity visiting 
SCAD, as the school is known. It 
might be Liam Neeson, the actor; or 
Vera Wang, the fashion designer; 
or Russell Simmons, the hip- 
hop impresario. 

At SCAD, though, Paula 
Wallace is the star. A full- 
page magazine ad for the 
school pictures Wallace 
on a sound stage. SCAD’s 
website displays not only 
her biography, but a 
section headlined “Paula 
Wallace in the News.” 
SCAD produces videos of 
Wallace’s interviews with 
actors and artists. 
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SCAD continued on A16 


TUTUTTT LTTE IRIE 


1978 


Founded asa 
private, tax 


14,000 


Approximate 
enrollment for the 
fall 2017 quarter 


$50,068 


Minimum annual 
cost to students 
for three quarters 


$439M 


Annual revenue 
generated by the 
university 


exempt non-profit 


OVERPRESCRIBED AN AJC NATIONAL INVESTIGATION 


An AJC investigation raises questions about whether the medical board has the authority, 
the resources or the will to quickly deal with doctors who give out too many pain pills. 


By Carrie Teegardin 
cteegardin@ajc.com 


She saw 40 patients a day and most 
left happy, even though they waited 
hours for exams and spent only 5 or 
10 minutes with the doctor once she 
arrived. Askari knew they didn’t come 
hoping for a long chat about their 
symptoms. 

“They were there to get pain med- 
ication,” Askari told a jury earlier 
this year. 

It was common for patients to tell 


the doctor what they wanted, as if 
they were ordering off a restaurant 
menu. And almost always, they got 
it. “The specific drugs that were usu- 
ally requested (were) oxycodone,” 
Askari testified. 

Some pharmacists refused to fill 
her prescriptions. Federal and state 
agents starting nosing around. Georgia’s 


Dr. Nevorn Askari started out as a 
pediatrician, not a drug dealer. 

But after getting busted for Med- 
icaid fraud, this Emory Universi- 
ty-trained doctor chose another path. 
She accepted a part-time job at a “pain 
clinic” operating out of a rundown 


Atlanta house. Opioids continued on A9 
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Select Varieties, 


= Warnings issued even as snow melts: Beware of 
black ice today. Monday’s commute should be fine, B1 
= How these precincts swung the mayoral race, B2 


GREAT CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS 


See ad on the 
Front Page of Metro 


Price may be higher outside metro Atlanta | $3.00 


Journal-Constitution 


Credible. Compelling. Complete. 
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$124M 


Revenue generated 
by guaranteed 
federal student loans 


Dr. Nevorn Askari 
kept her license 
even after she 
was arrested 

on federal drug 
charges. 
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TAXES 
Georglia’s 
tax plans 
wait on 
Congress 


Uncertainty clouds 
state’s income tax 
revenue projections. 


By James Salzer 
jsalzer@ajc.com 


Georgians won’t know how 
much they’ll pay in federal taxes 
until after Congress decides how 
it will alter the tax code. 

They may wait even longer to 
find out what they’ll pay in state 
income taxes. 

Income taxes are the state’s No. 
1source of revenue, and because 
of the uncertainty, Gov. Nathan 
Deal is trying to put final touches 
on the budget he will propose to 
lawmakers in January not sure 
of exactly how much money the 
state will have to spend. 

Figuring that out includes some 
guesswork every year, but with 
less than a month to go before the 
start of the 2018 session, state offi- 
cials are nervously waiting to find 
out whether the proposed federal 
tax code changes will mess with 
their well-prepared plan. 

Congress is still working toward 
a final version of the tax code. 

Weeks before the start of Geor- 
gia’s legislative session, it’s unclear 
whether the federal tax plan could 
mean more money for the state 
because Georgians will lose key 
deductions on their state income 
taxes. Officials don’t know the 
impact of any last-minute add-ons 
or subtractions to the bill, which 
are common in horse trading at 
both the state and U.S. Capitol. 


Taxes continued on A5 
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